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July 2 0t-KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) - Afghans 
released after nearly two years 
in a U.S. military jail in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on 
Saturday described conditions 
as cramped and recounted 
months of repeated U.S. 
interrogations and physical 
discomfort 

The men, mostly between 20 
and 30 years old, all looked 
outwardly healthy, but some 
prisoners said they were 
beaten - an allegation the U.S. 
military disputed. 

"Physical coercion is simply 
not an option We don't do it. 
There's no beating," said Lt. 
Col. Barry Johnson, a U.S 
military spokesman at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

Many of the 16 returned 
Afghans had unkempt beards 
and were wearing traditional 
"shalwar kameez" long shirts 
and baggy trousers. Some still 
had shaved heads. They 
arrived Thursday but their 
presence in Afghanistan was 
not announced until Saturday. 

"Who says we were not 
punished? It s not true," said 
Abdul Rehman. 29, from 
Faryab province in 
northeastern Afghanistan. 
"They pushed us all over, 
treated us very badly. They 
put 24 of us in a small 
congested room They also 

put us into cold rooms." 
Rahman said he had been 
"badly punished 107 times," 
speaking in an interview with 
Associated Press Television 
News at Kabul Central Jail 
shortly before he and the 
others were released to the 
international Red Cross in 
preparation for their return 
home. 

He alleged that during his 20 
months at Guantanamo, his 
captors had chained his hands 
and feet and had beaten him 


with a metal rod on his legs 
and back, but he refused to 
show scars that may have 
resulted from any abuse. 

Zabet Ullah. 32, of Kandahar, 
told The Associated Press in a 
brief interview as he walked 
to the- Red Cross bus, "There 
was very bad treatment of the 
prisoners in Guantanamo. It 
was against the human rights 
of the Geneva Conventions." 

Nate Gul, 24, from Khost 
province in eastern 
Afghanistan, spent 18 months 
at Guantanamo, and said he 
was treated well. 
"They didn't beat us during 
the interrogation." Gul said. 
"They wrote down anything 
we said. They interrogated me 
about 30 ' to 40 times." 

Gul said he was held in a 
small room that looked like a 
cage, but he said he had 
towels, shampoo, a 
toothbrush, blankets, three 
meals a day and time for 
prayer. 

The Afghans were among 27 
detainees, who were released 
in the past week because they 
were not considered a threat 
and had no further 
information to offer through 
interrogation. Eleven 

Pakistanis also returned home 
Thursday. Pakistan has been 
pressing the United States to 
free its nationals. It’s not 

known how many of the 
detainees in Guantanamo are 
Pakistanis 

On Friday, Washington 

agreed to suspend legal 
proceedings against 

Australians and British 
nationals being held in 
Guantanamo. 

Pakistan wants the same 
treatment for its nationals. 
"We hope that all our people 
who were taken to 

Guantanamo Bay in Cuba 
after their arrest in 


Afghanistan will also be 
released," Information 

Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed said Saturday in the 
Pakistani capital of 
Islamabad. 

"We hope and expect that they 
will not be prosecuted." he 
said. 

About 660 prisoners still 
remain at Guantanamo. 
Johnson said. Eight new 
detainees "considered a threat 
to the United States" arrived 
at Guantanamo by Friday. 
They had been detained in 
Afghanistan. he said. 

Police spokesman Ghulam 
Farooq said he was at Bagram 
Air Base when the men were 
brought from Guantanamo. 
"When they saw me they were 
very happy." he said "One 
man looked at me and said 
Now 1 sec an Afghan face 
and I am home I know 1 will 
be OK." 

One man was ill and was 
treated in Kabul. Farooq said, 
Farooq said the U.S 
administration had declared 
the men innocent. 
All those who returned to 
Afghanistan this week were 
ethnic Pashtuns. The Taliban 
militia arc largely made up of 
Pashtuns and many of them 
said they had been 
conscripted into the Taliban 
Since the Taliban were 
toppled from power in 2001 

by a U S.-lcd coalition, ethnic 
Pashtuns have complained of 
discrimination and 

persecution. One refugee 
camp in southern Afghanistan 
is full of Pashtuns who fled 
attacks by ethnic Tajiks in the 
north. 

The Northern Alliance, which 
moved into Kabul after the 
U.S.-led coalition defeated the 
Taliban, is dominated b> 
ethnic Tajiks, who have been 
reluctant to build a 
multiethnic police and army. 


July 20“'- Afghan 
Commerce Minister Syed 
Mustafa Kazimi has said 
that his government will 
provide complete security 
to Pakistani investors to 
kick-start reconstruction 
activities in Afghanistan 

He said the reconstruction 
work could only be taken 
in hand if the required 
investment was available 
and as such the Afghan 
government knew " the 
importance of providing 
security to investors ana 
their investments. 

Talking - to Dawn 
following the conclusion 
of Economic Cooperation 
Organization Trade 
Agreement (ECOTA) in 
Islamabad, the minister 
said the Afghan 
government would 

provide every assistance 
to Pakistani businessmen 
in setting up businesses in 
Afghanistan. 

Answering a question, the 
minister "saia that his 


ministry would assist the 
Export Promotion of 
Bureau in holding of a 
single-country exhibition in 
Kabul. 

"We will not only provide 
security, but will also 
facilitate the Pakistani 
businessmen to display 
their products by holding 
single-country exhibition, 
he assured. 

He said the Afghan 
government attached 

considerable importance to 
the role of private sector in 
the reconstruction of 
Afghanistan. "We would 
encourage investment in the 
areas of agriculture and 
industry as well," he said 

The minister invited private 
and public sectors of 
Pakistan to invest in 
Afghanistan. 

He, however, said that if 
some minor differences had 
developed in the past, they 
would be removed soon 
and that it should not create 
hindrance in the 
development of relation 


between the two countries. 
In reply to a question, he 
said that import tariff on all 
products coming into 
Afghanistan was~ much 
lower as compared to the 
import duties in other 
regional countries 

The minister urged 
Islamabad to implement the 
Afghan Transit Trade 
(ATT) agreement in its 
original shape. He asked 
the Pakistan government to 
abolish the negative list 
placed under the ATT so 
that maximum number of 
goods could be imported by 
Afghanistan. 

He said if Islamabad felt it 
was not possible to 
implement the ATT in its 
original form, then it should 
consider re-negotiating the 
ATT with Afghanistan 
The minister also requested 
Islamabad to help facilitate 
the Afghan fruit exporters 
who are facing problems in 
trading with Pakistan._ 


23 July—American 
military commanders in 
Iraq are due to provide 
more details of the raid 
that they say led to the 
deaths of Uday and 
Qusay Hussein. 

The bodies of former 
President Saddam 

Hussein's sons are said 
to have been flown to 
Baghdad's international 
airport from the northern 
city of Mosul. 

The BBC's Jonny 
Dymond, in the Iraqi 
capital, says the US-led 
coalition faces a 
dilemma - how to prove 
conclusively to the Iraqi 
public and the wider 
world that the men they 


killed were Uday and Qusay 
Hussein. 

He adds that the coalition 
now needs to decide 
whether or not to allow 
television cameras to film 
the dead men to dispel any 
doubt that may exist about 
their demise. 

On Tuesday night, the 
leader of coalition ground 
forces in Iraq said that there 
was no doubt about the 
men's identities. 

Lieutenant General Ricardo 
Sanchez told reporters that 
their identities had been 
established using "multiple 
sources". 

He said the gun battle that 


killed them took place 
when 200 American 
troops, supported by 
attack helicopters, 

stormed a villa in Mosul 
following a tip-off 

A British official in Iraq 
told the BBC they could 
be easily identified by 
eye as the two men 

Reports of the deaths of 
the two men - among the 
most influential and 
most feared in the 
former regime - were 
greeted on the streets of 
Baghdad by people 
across the city firing 
shots into the air 

The deaths were also 
welcomed by US 
President George W 
Bush and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, 
who have been under 
pressure over the failure 
of their forces to find 
weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq 
following the war that 
toppled Saddam 

Hussein 
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of Pakistani. Afghan and U S 
officials will visit an area on 
the Pakistan-Afghan border 
this week as part of efforts to 
iron out problems that sparked 
skirTni.' there recently, a 
Foreign Office spokesman 
told reporters yesterday 

The situation in the Mohmand 
Agency tribal area is now 
"normal" and there has been 
no exchange of cross-border 
fire for some time following 
contacts between the Pakistani 
and Afghan governments, 
spokesman Masood Khan 
said. 

The trouble followed 
deployment of Pakistani 
troops in northwestern 
Mohmand Agency for the first 
time to secure the border and 
block entry of AI Qaida or 
Taliban fugitives. 

The team to visit the area was 
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formed as a sub-committee of 
the tripartite commission set 
up early this y ear by Pakistan. 
Afghanistan and the U.S.. 
"They will visit the area this 
week and address some of the 
concerns conveyed to us by 
the Afghan side." Khan said. 

The spokesman said the 
relations between the two 
countries were "good and 
friendly" and channels of 
communications at all levels 
were open. 

Islamabad had conveyed to 
Kabul that there had been no 
incursions by Pakistani forces 
into Afghan territory, he said, 
referring to allegations by 
some Afghan authorities amid 
the recent incidents in the 
border area. 

The sub-committee would 
"look at the situation on the 
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ground." he said adding that 
the differences related to only 
600 meters area but 
exaggerated claims had been 
made some people 

He said the tension generated 
by recent attack on the 
Pakistani embassy in Kabul 
had been resolved as Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai had 
apologised over the incident 
and the mission had resumed 
its functions 

Earlier yesterday. with 
security assurances from 
Afghanistan, the Pakistan 
Embassy in Kabul reopened 
for the first time since it was 
attacked and ransacked by a 
mob of angry Afghans two 
weeks ago. the Pakistani 
ambassador said. 


22 July—Reports from 
Afghanistan say a big fire 
in the city of Jalalabad 
has destroyed more than 
a hundred shops and 
other buildings. There- 
were no reports of 


casualties but the damage 
is estimated at several 
thousands of dollars. 

The blaze apparently 
started in a timber shop 
after a wood-sawing 


machine overheated. The 
reports say it took fire¬ 
fighters several hours to 
bring the blaze under 
control and that UN 
tankers had to be used to 
ferry water to the scene. 
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Jul. 23-KABUL (ANP) 
— About 100 Canadian 
troops arrived in 
Afghanistan's capital 
yesterday to serve with 
the international 

peacekeeping force that 
patrols Kabul, a military 
spokesperson said. 

The soldiers, who arrived 
on a huge military jet, are 
am mg the first of more 
'tian 1,800 Canadians to 
be deployed to bolster 
peace in war-shattered 
Kabul, said Capt Daniel 
Madryga. 

"There's about 1,700 
more to go They re 
going to be arriving over 
the next three weeks," 
Madryga said. 

Another 300 Canadian 
troops have been in 
Kabul for the last two 
months, building a camp 
to house the soldiers on 
the western edge of the 
city Those 300 will be 
rotated out early next 
month when their job is 
complete, Madryga said. 

The Canadian troops will ' 
form the backbone of the 1 


5,000-strong peacekeeping 
force and replace a roughly 
equivalent number of 
German soldiers who will 
soon head back home 
Ottawa has committed two 
six-month rotations of 
1,800 soldiers apiece 

Germany, together with the 
Netherlands, has 

commanded the 

multinational force since 
February. NATO is due to 
take over command of the 
force in August, partly to 
solve the task of finding 
new countries to lead it 
every six months. 

Last Thursday, Canadian 
Brig.-Gen. Peter Devlin 
took command of the Kabul 
multinational brigade, part 
of the peacekeeping force, 
from Germany's Brig.-Gen. 
Werner Freers. 

Aside from the 
peacekeepers, a U.S -led 
coalition force of about 
11,000 is also scattered 
throughout Afghanistan 
hunting the remnants of the 
A1 Qaeda network, the 
former Taliban regime and 
loyalists of rebel leader 
Gulbuddin Hekniatyar 


Meanwhile, Afghan 

security forces defused a 
large bomb found yesterday 
afternoon in a central Kabul 
shopping district that is 
frequented by foreigners, 
including peacekeepers and 
coalition troops, police in 
the capital said 

State-run Kabul Television 
quoted security forces as 
saying it was unclear who 
planted the bomb, "but 
whoever did it is an enemy 
of peace in Afghanistan." 

Police said the device, 
which weighed about three 
kilograms, was found in a 
shoebox and safely defused 
at the scene 

Sunday, Kabul Television 
said security forces had 
arrested two foreigners in 
the city who had come to 
carry out guerrilla attacks. 

Earlier yesterday, the U.S. 
military said Taliban 
guerrillas had stepped up 
attacks in southern 
provinces, with nine 
coalition soldiers wounded 
and up to 24 Taliban killed 
in the last four days 


Juh 22 nd ~BAGRAM/SPlN 
BOLDAK. Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - The U.S army 
said on Monday that 
Taliban guerrillas had 
stepped up attacks in 
southern Afghanistan, with 
nine coalition soldiers 
wounded and up to 24 
Taliban killed in the last 
four days. 

Afghan officials said the 
militants were crossing 
from Pakistan, an open 
supporter of the Taliban 
until Islamabad announced 
it was joining the U.S.-led 
"war on terror" in 2001, 

U.S military spokesman 
Colonel Rodney Davis said 
between 22 and 24 Taliban 
fighters had been killed in a 
major operation near the 
town of Spin Boldak on 
Saturday, and five suspects 
taken into custody the 
following day after an arms 
cache was discovered. 
Afghan officials said 
hundreds of Afghan soldiers 
had launched a follow-up 
operation near the Pakistan 
border and detained dozens 
more suspects. 

"Yes. the attacks have 
increased nowadays." Davis 
told reporters at the U.S. 
military headquarters at 
Bagram air base. in 
response to a question. 
"This engagement in Spin 
Boldak was the biggest in 
two months." he said. 
Stepped up attacks in 
Afghanistan from suspected 


Taliban militants come at a 
time when the 146.000 U.S. 
troops in Iraq are under 
almost daily assault, but 
Davis said he saw no 
connection. 

"Iraq and Afghanistan are 
different countries. It is not 
the effect of that." he said. 

The fighting began after 
Taliban militants attacked a 
coalition convoy on Saturday 
as well as an Afghan 
government post. U.S.-led 
forces pursued the suspects 
into the surrounding hills and 
called in air support from 
Apache helicopters. 

But the Taliban gave a very 
different account of the 
engagement, saying they had 
killed 20 Afghan government 
soldiers and suffered only two 
dead and two wounded of 
their own. 

TALIBAN CHALLENGE 

Senior Taliban intelligence 
official Mullah Abdul Samad 
said he had taken part in the 
fighting and challenged the 
Americans to substantiate 
their version of events 
"If this is correct, then we 
challenge them to show the 
bodies of these Taliban 
fighters." he said, speaking by 
satellite telephone from an 
undisclosed location. 

Davis said Special Operations 
Forces and Afghan militia 
patrolled the scene of the 
fighting on Sunday "finding 


indicators of wounded enemy, 
including clothing, shoes, 
discarded equipment, 

expended ammunition and 
RPG (rocket-propelled 

grenade) casings" 

Afghan officials blamed 
Pakistan for the incursions 
and shellfire has been traded 
on parts of the border 

Relations between the 
countries have worsened 
since Pakistan moved troops 
into sensitive border areas, 
ostensibly to prevent militant 
infiltration. 

On Monday, Afghan 
presidential spokesman Javid 
Loodin said the Taliban 
fighters had crossed the 
border in broad daylight. 

"They have to have their base 
somewhere. They have to get 
their resources. their 
materials, their equipment 
from somewhere." he said, 
without mentioning Pakistan 
by name 

In a series of attacks since 
Friday, five Americans and 
four Italian soldiers have been 
wounded in suspected Taliban 
attacks in Afghanistan's 
volatile south and east 
More than 11.000 foreign 
troops are in Afghanistan 
hunting remnants of the 
fundamentalist Taliban 
regime and allies from Osama 
bin Laden s al Qaida network. 
A1 Qaida is blamed for the 
September 11, 2001 attacks 
on the United States 


July 23-KABUL (ANI) - 
Concerned over the volatile 
situation on its border with 
Pakistan, Afghanistan has 
urged Islamabad to take 
"serious steps" against 
suspected Taliban fighters 
to prevent them from 
crossing over to launch 
terrorist attacks. 

"We will take it seriously to 
confront it So our 
expectation is for all those 
involved in the war against 
terror to take serious steps," 
The News quoted Jawed 
Ludin, spokesman for 
Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai, as saying on 
Monday. 

"1 want to share concerns 
with you about yesterday's 
(Sunday's) situation along 
the border in Chaman and 
Spin Boldak area Some 
terrorist elements had 
crossed the border, edme 
i inside and the security 
forces in the area together 
[ with (US-led) coalition 
forces had been able to 
eject them from the area 
and they actually quickly 
disappeared." 

-American soldiers killed up 
to 24 suspected Taliban 
when they were ambushed 


over the weekend near Spin 
Boldak in southern 
Afghanistan close to • the 
border with Pakistan Ludin 
claimed the attackers had 
crossed over from Pakistan. 

Ludin s allegation against 
authorities in Islamabad 
came a day after US Major 
General FL Buster' 
Hagenbeck said Pakistan 
was helping the Taliban to 
regroup and to cross over 
into Afghanistan s southern 
Helmand Province and the 
east of the country. 

"Several groups of fighters 
trained in Pakistan have 
crossed into Afghanistan 
and divided the eastern part 
of the country into three 
zones for mounting attacks. 
They have occupied large 
areas of the territory," 
Hagenbeck said. 

US military authorities 
said the alleged Taliban 
attacks on coalition 
forces had increased. 
"Yes, the attacks have 
increased nowadays," 
military spokesman 
Colonel Rodney Davis 
told reporters at the US 
military headquarters at 
the Bagram Air Force 


: He said Special Operations 
i Forces and Afghan militia 
! patrolled the scene of the 
fighting on Sunday "finding 
indicators of wounded 
enemy, including clothing, 
shoes, discarded 

equipment, expended 
ammunition and RPG 
(rocket-propelled grenade) 
casings". 

Hagenbeck claimed over 
the weekend that US 
intelligence had revealed 
that "there are three groups 
made up of between 25 to 
100 Taliban operating in 
Helmand Province, and 
they are facilitating the 
drugs trade." He also 
alleged that scattered al- 
Qaeda commanders were 
establishing new cells and 
sponsoring the capture of 
American troops. 

Mullah Abdul Samad, a 
senior Taliban intelligence 
official, speaking via 
satellite phone from an 
undisclosed location, 

countered the charge 
saying, "If this is correct, 
then we challenge them to 
show the bodies of these 
Taliban fighters ." 


People say: 

Some opium was found a 
car belonging to the 
UNICEF Government 
officers in Safa city of 
Kandahar province stopped 
the car and discovered a 
hundred kilo gram opium 
after checking the car 
Driver and owner of the car 
have been arrested. The 
opium was being shifted 
from Jalalabad to 
Kandahar. 

People say: 

Ismail Khan, the Herat 
governor declared in a 
ceremony being held for 
the formation of National 
Army and disarmament 
program in Herat that those 
countries that claim that 
they won't leave 
Afghanistan alone and will 
help it in the reconstruction 
were cooperating the 
terrorists in the past. But a 
very high ranking 1SAF 
member who was also 
attending the ceremony got 
distressed and said loudly 
that the International 
Community had not created 


Taliban were created by the 
leaders of the Afghan 
ethnic groups. Existence of 
the Taliban during the past 
two decades has warned the 
International Community 
and the United States not to 
leave Afghanistan alone in 
the future and support it in 
forming a national army. 

People say: 

Silence of the Afghan 
president Hamid Karzai 
against the willful and law 
breaking acts by the very 
powerful and high ranking 
government officials shows 
that the president might 
have been involved in the 
same activities or he may 
have very little power to 
stop them. 

People say: 

Not only in Kabul, but also 
in the provinces sellers 
have put a higher prices on 
everything in there shops. 
There is no one to ask them 
why they do so. The 
responsible government 
officials in there back the 


sellers when a customer 


complains about the higher 
prices 

People say: 

The Millie Bus drivers 
seem to be very sleepy 
people because the Millie 
Buses appear on the Kabul 
roads very late in the 
mornings. They may not be 
aware that most of the 
people have to attend their 
duties or need 
transportation early in the 
mornings. Many people 
have to take taxis and spend 
more money because of the 
absence of the Millie 
Buses. 

People say: 

Many car accidents take 
place in the Kabul city 
That is because most of 
those people who the cars 
are not real drivers and 
most of them have no 
license. They have driven 
cars only for a few days 
and now they think they 
have become perfect 
drivers. Unfortunately, 
none of the traffic officers 
stop and ask them for their 
licenses. 
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